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Letters

Nuclear treaty lets us all breathe easier

1 fundamentally disagree with
the assertion in your June 10 edi-
torial “Nuclear illusions” that the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) has “outlived its useful-
ness.”

The NPT is a central, and in my
view, indispensable, element of
the international nuclear nonpro-
liferation regime. The NPT has
never been as critical for global
security as it is today. For this rea-
son, the United States is commit-
ted to making every effort to ob-
tain the treaty's unconditional,
indefinite extension in 199S.

The NPT and its member states
have indeed faced tough chal-
lengesin the past few years. Irag’s
violations of the NPT and its pur-
suit of a clandestine nuclear
weapons program stunned the
world but galvanized the interna-
tional community into an unprec-
edented response to this new
threat. The International Atomic

Energy Agency (IAEA) and the
UN. Security Council have re-
sponded firmly in support of the
international effort to convince
North Korea to remain in the NPT
and to honor its obligations under
the treaty. This reacticn by the
international community pro-
vides convincing evidence of the
strength of the NPT It also
demonstrates that efforts to
strengthen the IAEA safeguards
system, including special inspec-
tions of undeclared sites, have
been effective.

As the international response
to recent proliferation threats re-
vealed, an effort to acquire
nuclear weapons, rather than
enhancing one’s international
stature, nvites international re-
proach and can trigger stif pen-
alties.

Without the NPT and TAEA
safeguard, there would be no stan-
dard of behavior against which to

measure the actions of states.
There would be no barrier — po-
litical, legal or technical — to the
acquisition of nuclear weapons by
states that currently do not have
them. Efforts by existing nuclear-
weapon states to reduce their nu-
clear stockpiles and to adopt other
nuclear disarmament measures
would be jeopardized. The peace-
ful uses of nuclear energy and in-
ternational nuclear commerce
would be seriously curtailed.

Since your editorial ran, North
Korea has decided to suspend its
withdrawal from the NPT I be-
lieve that the strength of the inter-
national consensus against nu-
clear proliferation, as embodied
in the NPT, contributed to this de-
cision.
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